
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  The Syria Lebanon 
Partnership Network 

of the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
facilitates covenants between PC(USA)  
churches and mid councils and regional 
churches and related ministries. Working 
primarily through the National 
Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon (NESSL), the Network 
encourages coordination of information, 
support of educational and missional 
ministries, and sharing the love of Jesus 
Christ with the people of the region. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact information 

 

Subscribe to the SLPN newsletter,  
or be in touch via the website.  

 

   Website: www.syrialebanonpn.org  
  

Facebook: Friends of Syria Lebanon 
Partnership Network – PC(USA) 

 
 

Former PC(USA) Co-Moderator Rev. Dr. Jan Edmiston with 
learning center children in Minyara, Lebanon.  
Photo by Rev. Dr. Laurie Kraus 
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In each time and place, there 
are particular problems and 
crises through which God 

calls the church to act. 
Confession of 1967 

       9.19 

The SLPN  
Mission Statement 

 

• Pray with and for the people of Syria 
 and Lebanon. 
• Listen to the concerns of all parties 
 in the region. 
• Partner with our brothers and 
 sisters in Syria and Lebanon as 
 they strive to live out their witness 
 to Jesus Christ. 
• Inform and equip PC(USA) 
 members and friends for active 
 engagement. 
• Create relationships between 
 PC(USA) churches and mid 
 councils and the National 
 Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
 Lebanon (NESSL) churches and  
 institutions. 
• Advocate for PC(USA) and US 
 policies that promote peace, 
 justice, reconciliation, and 
 development in the area. 
• Raise funds through membership 
 pledges, and gifts from individuals  
 and PC(USA) churches and mid 
 councils for the work of SLPN and 
 in support of relief work within 
 Lebanon and Syria. 
  

 
 

 

 

NESSL provides 
free, loving school 
settings for Syrian 
refugee children in 
areas of Lebanon.  
They use a Syrian 
curriculum, 
anticipating the  
day the children 
return to Syria. 



  
 
 
  

Welcome the Stranger 
 

In the US and other countries, there is currently a 
backlash against Muslims and Syrians. Some of those 
causes include political actions and government leaders, 
deep-seated fear following the September 11 attacks, 
economic fears, or an inability to see ‘others’ as the 
neighbors Christ calls us to love. As Christians we are called 
to assist others in times of need. Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance (PDA) works to assist refugees when they are 
resettled in the US in partnership with Church World Service 
(CWS) and others organizations.  

 

Congregations who are willing to assist in this loving 
work can bring healing to families in need as they enter the 
US, following extensive processing by the UN, five agencies 
of the US government, and CWS. God may be calling your 
congregation or your community to help Syrians in this way. 
If so, please be in touch with Susan Krehbiel, PCUSA’s 
Catalyst for Refugees and Asylum: 
susan.krehbiel@pcusa.org. 

The Syrian Crisis 
 

Syria won its independence from France in 1946. Many military coups and 
political struggles followed until 1970, when Hafez al-Assad came to power as 
President of Syria. After two failed assassination plots, and years of putting down 
uprisings by the Muslim Brotherhood, the Syrian Army was called in to help 
maintain al-Assad’s control of the government.  

 

Bashar al-Assad became President after his father died in June 2000, and 
began reforming the government.  During the “Arab Spring” in 2011, dissenting 
groups appeared; many Syrian civilians were killed. Opponents of the government 
responded with both non-violent civil disobedience and armed attacks. 

 

Over the past eight years, Syrians have been brought to their knees as a 
result of fighting, financial issues, sanctions, and a multiyear drought. Most have 
experienced the consequences of chemical weapons, and/or the atrocities brought 
about by the rise of ISIS and other jihadist groups. These groups’ fundamental 
understanding of religious beliefs, other countries’ support of the various factions, 
the destruction of many villages, towns, cities and six World Heritage Sites 
(including Palmyra), public executions, dehumanizing treatment of women and 
children, and the refusal to allow access to basic humanitarian aid have all 
combined to create a nightmare existence for the people of Syria.  

 

The entire Syrian population has been affected by this crisis. More than 5.6 
million now live in the neighboring countries of Turkey, Lebanon, Jordan, Iraq, and 
Egypt, waiting for the day they can return to Syria. Close to 6 million are displaced 
within Syria. Others succeeded in reaching various European countries as asylum 
seekers before those routes closed. It truly is the worst humanitarian crisis in our 
time. Christians and most other Syrians reject the idea of this being a “civil war” as 
fighters from 83 countries have been involved  

 

The Kikuyu people of Kenya say, “When elephants fight, it is the grass that 
suffers.” A Syrian pastor equated his people to the grass being trampled by the 
various fighting groups in his country. Syrians want the trampling to stop; they want 
the crippling sanctions by the US, the EU, the UN, the Arab League and other 
countries lifted; they want to be enabled to work through issues themselves. Those 
who have stayed desire to live in peace. They love their country and want to help 
return it to the ethnically diverse, cultured, thriving nation it once was.  

 

Syrians love their children; they 
anticipate keeping them safe, and helping 
them create a secure future. The people of 
all Syria’s Christian faiths want to see their 
communities sustained through education, 
medical and psychological support, 
economic security, spiritual development 
and the hard work of community 
reconciliation…ending the crisis. 

 

How you can help 
  

✜  Pray for our partners in Syria and Lebanon 
✜  Become a partner church with one in Syria or Lebanon 
✜  Financially support NESSL and its ministry  
        
 
 

             Space for Hope in Homs, Syria 

A Long History of Christian Partnership 
 

 Presbyterians have been part of the fabric of “greater 
Syria” since 1823. Known as “evangelicals” for their devotion 
to scripture and a desire to follow Christ, they began to form 
churches, and establish schools, universities, hospitals, and 
a seminary. Today the National Evangelical Synod of Syria 
and Lebanon (NESSL) supports the ministry and mission of 
churches in Syria and Lebanon, homes for the elderly, 
conference centers, schools in Lebanon and Syria, learning 
centers for Syrian refugee children in Lebanon, and many  
other ministries throughout the region.  
 

 PC(USA) partners with NESSL as it 
lives out Christian servanthood, often under  
difficult circumstances.  
 

 Rev. Elmarie Parker is PC(USA)’s  
Regional Liaison in Syria, Lebanon and Iraq. 
 

 

 


