
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our team from the SLPN has recently returned from their trip to Lebanon (April 16-26, 

2018), taking part in the 4th Consultation hosted by the National Evangelical Synod of Syria and 
Lebanon (NESSL) in Beirut. Our travel group included Pauline Coffman, Garnett Foster, Gordon 
Edwards, Alice Haznedl, and Tim McCalmont.   

 
Following are a few highlights of what we experienced: 
 
We arrived on April 17 and joined Elmarie Parker, our World Mission co-worker in the area, 

people representing relief organizations and NGOs from around the globe (UK, Sweden, Ireland, 
France, Belgium, Brazil and more), our pastors and other church leaders from Syria and Lebanon, 
nearly 100 attendees in all.  Laurie Kraus, Director of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, and Philip 
Woods, M.E. Liaison for the PC(USA), were there, plus a delegation from the Outreach 
Foundation. 

 
The four-day consultation centered around the theme “Reconciliation and Reconstruction,” 

as we heard reports from many of the pastors and other relief organizations as to the state of the 
crisis and the various ways all of us are playing a role as the situation changes.  The focus is 
shifting from survival to planning in light of the end of the war.  Our worship and prayer together 
helped to place what we were all facing in the wider perspective of what God is doing in the 
region. 

 
We discussed new ways of reinforcing our partnerships between churches in the USA and 

those in Syria and Lebanon by using social media and identifying young adults familiar with this 
newer way of communication.  We are hoping this can bring new life to our partnerships by 
building relationships and equipping a key segment of our churches as we strengthen our ties. We 
believe this emphasis on personal relationships is at the heart of what we are about. 

  
Hearing from sources including Muslim leaders, Lebanese politicians and pastors from both 

countries we heard how people are now beginning to rebuild and come together after such 
divisions and catastrophic destruction.  We also learned how many churches are helping their 
communities in coming together to engage the hard work of reconciliation in every community and 
organization across the region.  NESSL, FMEEC (The Fellowship of Middle Eastern Evangelical 
Churches), and the FDCD (Forum for Development, Culture and Dialogue) are all working to 
provide training on how to deal with the trauma so many of these people are facing, especially the 
children. 

 
We heard updates of the relief work and the learning centers, started by NESSL to assist 

Syrian refugee families who came to Lebanon.  The six learning centers now in place around the 
refugee camps now have a total enrollment of between 600-700 children each day. 
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We were very impressed with the work of FMEEC, an organization formed by Anglican, 
Lutheran and Reformed communities in 1974.  Led by Rosangela Jarjour, this ministry has been 
very active in assisting churches in the region over the time of the crisis. We spoke of ways we 
might partner with them in the months ahead, specifically through a program to train workers in 
dealing with trauma.  More on this at our annual meeting (September 20-22 in Louisville). 

 
We strengthened our relationships with our fellow partners in the region, looking for new 

ways to coordinate our work in the region finding ways to become more synchronized and 
effective as we work together. 

 
We gained valuable insight on our overture to the PCUSA General Assembly in June from 

the insights of our partners.  The overture is approaching the assembly and will be impacted as 
we share our latest thoughts with the commissioners and advocates.  A team of overture 
advocates are working on strategy in St. Louis. 

 
Following the consultation, our team visited partners throughout Beirut and southern 

Lebanon who are “in the trenches” of doing ministry.  We spent time worshiping, praying and 
sharing thoughts with those churches who are working with refugees from Iraq and Syria.  We 
saw the work each one is doing to not only provide relief for those in need, but to train and 
support those who are looking to start a new life in their communities.  In the middle of Sour/Tyre 
several of us were able to visit the impressive old Souk, Byzantine and Roman ruins in this 
coastal city before enjoying some delicious Lebanese food prepared by our hosts. 

 
Our team helped to lead and share in the meaningful worship services of Sunday, April 22 in 

the cities of Deir Mimas and Sour/Tyre in Southern Lebanon. We testify that Tim McCalmont 
preached twice that Sunday!  Before returning to Beirut on Monday, we visited the local mosque 
and met with the Imam of Sour, gaining his perspective on the work ahead and how Muslim and 
Christian communities are working together to address the situation going forward. 

 
On our last day in the south of Lebanon, we visited the National Evangelical Institute for 

Girls and Boys (NEIGB) school in Saida and were hosted by the principal of this large (K-12) 
school, Dr. Roger Dagher and the pastor of the Presbyterian Church.  They shared the rich history 
of the work there before we enjoyed another scrumptious lunch together.  The Girls’ School was 
founded in 1862 and the Boys’ School in 1888; they merged in 1953. During the war period of 
1975-90, enrollment was down, but the school is thriving now with new buildings and a lively 
campus. 

 
After traveling back to Beirut, we took on a series of conversations with our partners at the 

Near East School of Theology (NEST) and heard from Dr. George Sabra, President of this highly 
impactful graduate school.  He provided valuable commentary on our overture from his Lebanese 
and academic perspective. We had more fruitful discussion with Dr. Joseph Kassab, Mary 
Mikhael and the staff at the Synod offices about our overture and what the needs of the Synod 
may be at this time. 

 
As we returned to our hotel in Hamra, we had discussions with Sylvia Haddad, Director of 

the Joint Christian Committee and learned of her work with Palestinians in Lebanon, and with 
Rami Khouri, an internationally syndicated columnist and journalist from the American University 
of Beirut (AUB). 

 



We were able to connect with our friends in various agencies around the city including the 
FDCD (Forum for Development, Culture & Dialogue), the work of Riad Jarjour in the area of 
helping communities come together at this crucial time.  We were inspired to see their emphasis 
on reaching and equipping the younger generations to reach into the future.  Our time included 
encouraging the on-going work of Benjamin Drolet, a young graduate student from a church in the 
PCUSA who is working to help the reconciliation of communities in the northeast of Syria, and our 
churches there.  Ben was on an internship with the Mennonite Central Committee, “seconded” to 
FDCD. 

 
We finished the day with a meeting to hear from each of us as to what our “take-aways” 

would be. Often this takes a few weeks to sort out and we are hopeful that a summary of what we 
all learned will soon be available.   

 
Before packing up to prepare for our long trip home, we gathered at a beautiful restaurant 

along the Cornice and thanked our hosts, each other and our gracious God for His faithfulness to 
us all in this unique and timely work.    
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