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1. BACKGROUND 
 

This month, the region witnessed some heated confrontations with two major powers in the region, 

impacting oil prices and the socio-economic stability of the region. While many refugees and IDPs 

throughout this year, have succeeded in returning to their homes, any escalation or armed struggle can 

stridently diminish what local governments, NGOs, and other communities have achieved in this regard. 

To make things more problematic the Trump administration is moving forward with implementing the 

“Deal of the Century” at the expense of the Palestinian cause and the refugees displaced within the 

Middle East, again thwarting attempts for a more lasting peace.     

 

The MECC is well aware of such events and therefore is solidifying its relationship with Faith Based 

Organizations locally and internationally. Throughout this month, it has participated in conferences 

which aimed to discuss progress relating to the refugee crisis. Moreover, it has conducted visits to 

Church leaders in the Middle East and Europe, hoping to unify attempts in responding to any imminent 

threat or source of instability, which may arise from regional tensions.     
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2. THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC SITUATION  

Egypt 
 The month of June, started with a deadly attack on security personnel, killing eight.1 

 Egypt’s foreign exchange reserves amounted to 44.27 billion USD at the end of May.2   

 The country’s non-oil business sector has contracted from April to the beginning of June. Tourist 

activity has been cited to have decreased.3 

 Egypt decreased its debt to gross domestic ratio to less than 93% by the end of June.4 

 Inflation has decreased from 13% in April to 12.4-12.9% in June.5 

 Egypt attended the Conference on Palestinian Economy set in Bahrain which is part of the US’s “Deal 

of the Century”.6   

 16. 7117 EG/USD official currency exchange rate.7 

 
 

Jordan 
 

 The World Bank has approved a $1.45 billion financing package to Jordan to help the country in 

creating new jobs and stimulate growth.8 

 Jordan is set to increase its reliance on renewable energy up to 2400MW by the end of 2021. It 

expects that renewable energy by 2025 will account for 20% of the energy sector.9 

                                                           
1
 Reuters, June 5, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-egypt-security/militant-attack-in-sinai-kills-eight-

egyptian-security-personnel-idUSKCN1T60J4 
2
 Egypt Today, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/71215/Rise-of-Egypt-s-forex-reserves-indicates-strong-

economy-MPs 
3
 The National, June 10, 2019, https://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/egypt-s-non-oil-business-activity-

contracts-in-may-on-fewer-new-orders-1.872551 
4
 Zawya, June 9, 2019, 

https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/economy/story/Egypt_cuts_debttoGDP_ratio_to_93_by_endJune__minister-
SNG_146368449/ 
5
 MENAFN, June 10, 2019, https://menafn.com/1098599174/Egypts-headline-inflation-down-to-124129-in-May-

Naeem-expects 
6
 Arab News, June 17, 2019, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1509451/middle-east 

7
 http://www.cbe.org.eg/en/EconomicResearch/Statistics/Pages/ExchangeRatesListing.aspx 

8
 Zawya, June 9, 2019, 

https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/economy/story/World_Bank_approves_145bln_financing_package_to_Jordan-
SNG_146323771/ 
9
 Power Technology, June 4, 2019, https://www.power-technology.com/comment/jordan-renewable-energy-2019/ 
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 Jordan attended the Conference on Palestinian Economy set in Bahrain which is part of the US’s 

“Deal of the Century”.10 

 The Country’s Social Security Corporation’s (SSC) investments in electricity generation and 

distribution projects has recently exceeded 100 million JD.11  

 According to the rating agency Fitch, Jordan's long-term foreign-currency issuer scored a default 

rating BB- with a stable outlook citing the country's track record of fiscal and economic reforms.12 

 The latest projections for Jordan’s GDP for the year 2019 is estimated to be 2.4%.13 

 1.428 USD Jordanian official currency value.14 

 

Iraq 
 

 After long negotiations with Washington, the United States has agreed to grant Iraq another 120-

day waiver allowing Iraq to purchase energy imports from Iran.15 

 General Electric is set to win a large share of multibillion-dollar contracts to rebuild Iraq’s electricity 

system.16 

 Pestech International Bhd, a major construction engineering company, has secured a 7.16 million 

USD contract to supply mobile substations to Iraq’s electricity ministry.17 

 Iraq did not participate in the Conference on Palestinian Economy set in Bahrain which is part of the 

US’s “Deal of the Century”. 18 

 22 foreign employees of oil giant Exxon Mobil returned to Iraq’s southern West Qurna 1 oilfield in 

Basra, Following their evacuation nearly a month earlier. Production has increased by 25,000 bpd to 

465,000 bpd. 19 
                                                           
10

 Arab News, June 17, 2019, http://www.arabnews.com/node/1509451/middle-east 
11

Jordan Times, June 13, 2019, http://www.jordantimes.com/news/local/ssc-investments-power-generation-
renewable-energy-surpass-jd100m 
12

 The National, June 15, 2019, https://www.thenational.ae/business/economy/jordan-s-long-term-credit-rating-
outlook-stable-fitch-says-1.874685 
13

Zawya, June 9, 2019, 
https://www.zawya.com/mena/en/economy/story/Jordans_economy_to_grow_22_amid_anticipated_slowdown-
SNG_146323772/ 
14

 http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4 
15

 France 24, June 15, 2019, https://www.france24.com/en/20190615-us-grants-energy-hungry-iraq-new-iran-
sanctions-waiver-source 
16

 Reuters, June 14, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-iraq-power/ge-poised-for-significant-power-orders-in-
iraq-after-u-s-push-sources-idUSKCN1TF24I 
17

 The Edge Markets, June 17, 2019, https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/pestech-bags-first-contract-middle-
east-worth-rm30m 
18

 Aawsat, June 12, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1764341/lebanon-iraq-will-not-attend-bahrain-
conference-palestinian-economy 

http://statisticaldb.cbj.gov.jo/index?action=level4
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 On June 16, Iraq and Japan signed an agreement for a $1 billion to upgrade the Basra oil refinery. 

 On June 16, U.S. Ambassador Matthew Tueller announced that the Mosul Dam Project will be 

handed over to Iraqi authorities this summer. 

 539 Dinar /USD Iraqi official currency exchange rate.20 

 

Lebanon 
 Lebanon did not participate in the Conference on Palestinian Economy set in Bahrain which is part of 

the US’s “Deal of the Century”.21   

 According to the Credit Rating agency S&P Global, the proposed country’s budget may not be 

sufficient to restore confidence with investors and depositors.22  

 The World Bank deemed Lebanon’s economic growth as weak since the GDP is expected to only 

increase from 0.2% to 0.9%.23 

 PM Saad Hariri, during a session ministerial session, urged ministers to work together for the sake of 

the economy, to maneuver around the difficult situation in Lebanon.24 

 Although GDP growth has been recorded to be low, Riad Salameh, the head of the Central Bank, is 

optimistic that there will be more liquidity throughout the remainder of 2019.25 

 1507.5 LBP/ USD Lebanon official currency exchange rate. 

 
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
19

 Kurdistan 24, June 15, 2019, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/a8fc2643-8d1e-4f5d-8d9a-8f88310de768 
20

 http://www.cbiraq.org/DataValues.aspx?dtFrm=10/31/2003&dtTo=02/18/2019&tmId=175&dtformat=MMM,yyyy 
21

 Aawsat, June 12, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1764341/lebanon-iraq-will-not-attend-bahrain-
conference-palestinian-economy 
22

Reuters, May 28, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-economy-budget-analysis/lebanon-budget-
seen-a-good-first-step-but-numbers-questioned-idUSKCN1SY1YJ 
23

Aawsat, June 11, 2019, https://aawsat.com/english/home/article/1761996/lebanon%E2%80%99s-economy-
threatened-time-factor-int%E2%80%99l-reports-reduce-growth-prospects 
24

 Daily Star, June 18, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Jun-18/485531-cabinet-
convenes-for-first-session-in-three-weeks.ashx 
25

 Daily Star, June 25, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/Business/Local/2019/Jun-26/486139-salameh-positive-
despite-zero-percent-growth.ashx 



   

6 | P a g e  
 

MIDDLE EAST OVERVIEW | June 2019 

Palestine 
 Despite Jordan and Egypt’s aim to join the Conference on Palestinian Economy, Palestine has urged 

both countries not to participate.26 

 The stagnation in Gaza’s market, the lack of monitory liquidity, and people’s weak purchasing 

power, has led many construction companies to close.27  

 Due to the deterioration of the Palestinian economy, banks in Gaza have been reducing the volume 

of facilities provided to the private sector.28 

 The Palestinian Investment Fund has stated within the next months, it will start implement a 

program which aims to increase the nation’s agricultural produce.29 

 

Syria 

 The Syrian Cabinet adopted on June 2 a national anti-corruption strategy. A bill is being worked upon to 

require public officials to declare their assets before their appointment. 

 Damascus Cham Holding announced on June 15 that it granted the first construction permit of the 

Marota City project. 

 The U.S. Treasury blacklisted 16 individuals and companies that are either Syrians or conduct a 

significant part of their business in Syria.  

 The value of Syrian-government funds blocked by the U.S. Government has slightly increased, 

according to an OFAC report.  

 A series of violations (clashes and shelling) were made in the North West buffer zone between 

governmental forces and armed groups. The clashes took place in Aleppo, Idlib and Hama.  

 Official Current Exchange Rate SP/USD:  437.5 SP/USD. 

 

 

                                                           
26

Al Jazeera, June 12, 2019, https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2019/06/palestinians-urge-egypt-jordan-attend-led-
manama-event-190612171756303.html  
27

Al-monitor, June 13, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/06/gaza-siege-economy-
construction-companies-migration.html 
28

 Al-monitor, June 16, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/06/palestine-gaza-strip-banking-
facilities-drop-economy-ailing.html 
29

Al-Monitor, May 26, 2019, https://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2019/05/palestinian-agricultural-
investment-projects-area-c-economy.html 
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Cyprus 
 During the second half of the month, the Cyprus economy and competitiveness council submitted 

a proposal to the government aiming to create an equity fund to support Cypriot small and 

medium enterprises (SMEs) which face difficulties in obtaining funding.30 

 In a new report by the European Union Intellectual Property Office, Cyprus loses annually 180 

million euros because of piracy and counterfeiting.31  

 The Cyprus Statistical Service has officially stated that the Cypriot economy grew by a rate of 3.2% 

in the first quarter of 2019.32 

 Brussels has released a Surveillance Report citing domestic vulnerabilities still remain and key 

reforms related to justice, have not been implemented.33 

 Cyprus has issued international arrest warrants for the crew of a Turkish drilling vessel, 

exacerbating tensions between the two countries.34 

 1.311 USD Euro official currency value35 

 

3. THE REFUGEE SITUATION (Updated) 
 

Egypt  
 President Sisi denounced Trump’s “Deal of the century” at the summit in Mecca, Saudi Arabia, and 

how it will affect Palestinian refugees in the Middle East.36   

 The British Embassy in Cairo and the UNHCR supported solidarity with refugees on the 20th of 

June, reiterating their pledge to help those in need.37 

 Egypt re-affirmed its commitment to the refugee cause on the World Refugee Day (20 June).38  

                                                           
30

 In Cyprus, June 11, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/cyprus-economy-and-competitiveness-council-prepares-proposal-
for-sme-funding/ 
31

Cyprus-Mail, June 6, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/06/06/cyprus-economy-loses-e180-million-annually-
from-fake-goods/ 
32

In-Cyprus, June 7, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/cypriot-economy-grows-by-3-2-in-q1-2019/ 
33

 Cyprus-Mail, June 7, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/06/07/brussels-sees-delays-on-key-reforms-in-cyprus/ 
34

 Hurriyet Daily, June 10, 2019, http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-to-retaliate-against-greek-cyprus-plan-
to-arrest-its-drilling-personnel-144082 
35

 https://www.ecb.europa.eu/stats/policy_and_exchange_rates/euro_reference_exchange_rates/html/eurofxref-
graph-usd.en.html 
36

Reuters, June 2, 2019, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-mideast-egypt/sisi-says-egypt-will-not-accept-
anything-against-palestinian-wishes-idUSKCN1T30SP 
37

 Relief Web, June 20, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/egypt/unhcr-and-british-embassy-support-solidarity-
refugees-world-refugee-day 
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 During the beginning of the month, Egypt’s Ministry of Health stated that it is currently supporting 

5 million refugees and is providing services in line with international quality standards to limit 

illness and premature death rates.39 

 

Jordan 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 664,330 registered refugees in Jordan up until June. 

The proportion of Syrian displaced people registered within the UHCR for June, are distributed as follows:  

 196,068 in Amman Governorate (29.6 %) 

 162,481 in Mafraq Governorate (24.5%) 

 138,194 in Irbid Governorate (20.8%) 

 95,514 in Zarqa Governorate (14.4%)  

 19,183 in Balqa Governorate (2.9%) 

 13,277 in Madaba Governorate (2%) 

 9,756 in Jarash Governorate (1.5%) 

 8,919 in Karak Governorate (1.3%) 

 8,108 in Maan Governorate (1.2%) 

 6,854 in Ajlun Governorate (1.0%) 

 3,584 in Aqaba Governorate (0.5%) 

 1,713 in Tafilah Governorate (0.3%) 

 Qatar Fund for Development (QFFD) and UNHCR, the UN Refugee Agency signed an agreement 

worth USD 3 million, to operate five clinics to support primary health needs in support of the 

Syrian refugees in Jordan.40 

 Projects launched by Municipal Services and Social Resilience Project are expected to benefit 3 

million people in Jordan, 17% of whom are Syrian refugees.41 

 Interior Minister, Salama Hammad, met UNHCR Filippo Grandi, and his accompanying 

delegation.The discussions went over ways to help Jordan cope with the waves of refugees on its 

territory of various nationalities and a number of issues of common concern.42  

                                                                                                                                                                                               
38

 Egypt Today, June 20, 2019, http://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/71857/Egypt-reaffirms-moral-legal-
commitment-to-supporting-refugees 
39

Egypt Today, June 2, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/71109/Egypt-provides-health-services-to-5-
million-refugees-MoH 
40

 Relief Web, June 23, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/qatar-fund-development-and-unhcr-sign-
agreement-provision-healthcare-syrian-refugees 
41

 Relief Web, June 19, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/jordan/municipal-work-empowers-syrian-women-
refugees-jordan-enar 
42

 Mena Fn, June 20, 2019, https://menafn.com/1098663827/Jordan-Interior-minister-meets-UN-refugee-
commissioner 
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 Turkey has handed over the chairmanship of the UNRWA to Jordan which will assume the position 

on the 1st of July.43  

Iraq 
The UNHCR states that there are currently 253,371 registered Syrian refugees in Iraq.  

The proportion of displaced people registered within the UNHCR for the beginning of June, are distributed 

as follows: 

 129,877 in Erbil (51.3%) 

 88,457 in Dahuk (35%) 

 31,514 in Sulaymaniyah (12.7%) 

 1,102 in Anbar (0.4%)  

 2,033 in other areas (0.8%)44 

 The European Commission pledged 2.5 million Euros in humanitarian aid for the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) to provide emergency reproductive and gender-based violence care for 

women and girls in IDP camps in Iraq.45 

 During the month, The EU announced that it will donate 2 million Euros to assist IOM in improving 

infrastructure in IDP camps. Also, it will contribute 15 million Euros to vulnerable farmers in 

Ninewa. 

 On the 17th of June, the Iraqi Ministry of Migration announced that over 1,072 IDPs have been 

able to return to their place of origin in Anbar.46 

 

 

Lebanon 
 Since the beginning of June, the number of registered refugees in Lebanon is 935,454.  

 Refugees in Lebanon are distributed as follows: 

 341,475 in Bekaa (36.5%) 

 246,501 in North Lebanon (26.4%) 

 237,126 in Beirut (25.3%) 

 110,352 in South Lebanon (11.8%)47 

 

                                                           
43

 Middle East Monitor, June 17, 2019, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190619-jordan-to-head-un-refugee-
agency/ 
44

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/15 
45

 Rudaw, June 17, 2019, http://www.rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/170620191 
46

Relief Web, June 13, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/iraq/ishm-june-13-june-20-2019 
47

 https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/syria/location/71 
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 Confrontation between local communities and Syrian refugees significantly increased during this 

month. Demolition of refugee structures, took place in several areas and various regulations were 

imposed on them. For instance, several hundreds were displaced as a result of calls for forcible 

removal.48  

 The country’s parliament speaker, Nabih Berri claimed that Lebanon will not be baited by billions 

dollar to settle Palestinian refugees.49  

  On the 18th of June, the Russian president’s special envoy to Syria arrived in Lebanon as part of 

efforts to bolster communication between Beirut and Damascus to solve the refugee crisis.50 

Syria 

 In May 2019, the humanitarian community recorded 316,662 internally displaced people across 

Syria.  

 More than two-thirds of this population, 262,845 individuals, were displaced to locations in Idleb 

governorate with 196,167 being displaced within Idleb governorate and 64,949 individuals being 

displaced from areas in north Hama governorate affected by the ongoing hostilities.  

 The second largest population movement was recorded in the west and north part of Aleppo 

governorate outside government control with a total of 45,759 individuals, including 25,189 

arriving from conflict-affected areas in Hama governorate, 14,225 from Idleb governorate, and 

6,225 from within Aleppo governorate 

 Overall, the large population movement is due to the ongoing violence in southern Idleb, northern 

Hama and western Aleppo governorates where people from communities affected by airstrikes, 

shelling and ground fighting are fleeing to find safety.  

 The third largest movement is recorded in Homs governorate where a total of 4,109 people 

displaced from Rukban camp in rural Damascus and 2,424 people from within Homs governorate 

were tracked. 
 

                                                           
48

 Relief Web, June 12, 2019, https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-protection-concerns-syrian-refugees-
echo-un-ngos-echo-daily-flash-12-june 
49

 Middle East Monitor, June 23, 2019, https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20190623-us-plan-will-not-lure-
lebanon-into-settling-palestinians/ 
50

Daily Star, June 19, 2019, http://www.dailystar.com.lb/News/Lebanon-News/2019/Jun-19/485583-putin-envoy-
tries-to-revive-refugee-return-initiative.ashx 
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Cyprus 
 According to Eurostat, Cyprus has become the highest European country to receive refugees with 

respect to its population.51 

 Government officials assured Greek Cypriot refugees that they will not be evicted or forced to pay 

compensation for residing on land in the south originally belonging to Turkish Cypriots. However, 

the reassurances convinced neither the refugees nor MPs.52  

 The UNHCR and the Cyprus Refugee Council on the occasion of World Refugee Day, hosted an 

event in which they informed the participants on Help Refugees Work, a free online service, hoping 

to integrate refugees in the labor force.53  

 3060 asylum seekers have crossed from Turkish to Cypriot territory up until June 2 since the 

beginning of this year, according to Interior Minister Constantinos Petrides.54 

 

 

4. CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
Egypt: 

 On the 14th of June, Coptic Catholic Patriarch of Alexandria Ibrahim Isaac claimed that the Copts pray 

for Egypt and its President Abdel Fattah El Sisi to powerfully continue his development efforts 

nationwide. Also, the church's synod of bishops, after their meeting, hailed the intimacy among the 

Egyptian churches.55  

 Anba Sallib, the bishop of Mit Ghamr, Dakados, and Eastern Countries celebrated his 10th anniversary 

of his appointment together with the Governor and the Director of Security.  
56 

 On the 8th of June, Pope Tawadros II of Alexandria, ordained a number of bishops to serve in a number 

of countries that include South Africa and Canada. He also announced the forming of an eparchy in 

South Africa. 57 
                                                           
51

 In Cyprus, June 20, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/cyprus-the-top-refugee-receiving-country-by-share-of-population-
in-the-eu/ 
52

 Cyprus Mail, June 19, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/06/19/officials-repeat-refugees-on-t-cypriot-land-have-
nothing-to-fear/ 
53

 Financial Mirror, June 11, 2019, https://www.financialmirror.com/news-details.php?nid=37095 
54

 In Cyprus, June 21, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/3060-refugees-crossed-to-republic-from-occupied-areas-in-five-
months/ 
55

 Egypt Today, June 14, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/71610/Catholic-Church-We-pray-for-Egypt-
Sisi-to-continue-development 
56

Ahram, June 12, 2019, http://gate.ahram.org.eg/News/2223092.aspx 
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 Jordan: 

 A conference was held in Jordan on the 19th of June, organized by the Council of Catholic Patriarchs of 

the East, the Catholic Center for Studies and Media, and the Platform for Dialogue and Cooperation 

among the various religious institutions and leaderships in the Arab world, to discuss ways of 

implementing ethical media practices and to convey humanitarian messages. During the meeting, 

Father Khalil Alwan, the Secretary General of the Council of Catholic Patriarchs of the East, talked 

about the importance of media in relying on the church in monitoring the regional developments, to 

spread the truth.58  

 

Iraq: 

 The newly appointed Syriac Catholic Auxiliary Bishop Nizar Semaan begins his new mission in Iraq with 

hope that Christianity will flourish again in his homeland.59 

 The Iraqi central bank announced the reopening of the Church of the Virgin Mary in Basra after its 

reconstruction. 60 

 Father Hanna Solaqa, Pastor of the Lutheran Church, visited the Iraqi Counselor to congratulate him 

on Eid El Fitr, symbolizing the brotherhood which exists in Iraq.61  

 The Chaldean primate, Cardinal Louis Raphael Sako, expressed his joy and excitement over the 

planned visit of the Pope to Iraq in 2020. He views that it will bring all Christians and Muslims 

together.62 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                               
57

 Egypt Today, June 8, 2019, https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/1/71310/Pope-Tawadros-to-ordain-new-bishops-
Saturday 
58

 NNA, June 18, 2019, http://nna-leb.gov.lb/ar/show-news/416368/ 
59

 Crux Now, June 11, 2019, https://cruxnow.com/church-in-the-middle-east/2019/06/11/new-syriac-catholic-
bishop-hopes-christianity-will-thrive-again-in-iraq/ 
60

 Iraq Akhbar, June 17, 2019, https://www.iraqakhbar.com/1850215 
61

 Sotal Iraq, June 13, 2019, https://www.sotaliraq.com/2019/06/13 
62

 Asia News, June 11, 2019, http://asianews.it/news-en/Card-Sako-expresses-great-joy-and-emotion-for-the-Pope's-
visit-to-Iraq-47250.html 
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 Lebanon:  

 The annual Synod of the Maronite Church, during the beginning of June, came to a conclusion that the 

Middle East is losing its Christians. In Lebanon, however, their situation their situation seems to be 

different. Moreover, they claimed that Syrian refugees needed to be repatriated from Lebanon. The 

Synod was headed by Patriarch Beshara al-Rahi.  63 

 Patriarch Beshara al-Rahi, during the sermon of Pentecost, spoke about the importance of the media 

to convey the truth and not spread lies and false facts. He mentioned that nowadays, the media is 

distorting the image of public images and manipulating facts; something which should stop. 

 Patriarch of Syriac Catholics of Antioch, The Roman Catholic Patriarch Youssef el Absi, chaired the 

sessions of the Synod of the Melkite Greek Catholic Church, which ended on 21st of June. The Synod 

was attended by bishops from the countries of the region and from the countries of the Diaspora to 

deal with ecclesiastical issues, chiefly the organization of the Synod Committees, the adoption of the 

new internal regulations of these committees, and the protection of minors in institutions supervised 

by the Church.64 

 

Palestine:  

 An Israeli court approved a church land sale to a Jewish pro-settlement organization in mainly 

Palestinian areas of annexed East Jerusalem. This move inflamed Christian and Muslim leaders in the 

Middle East as it is viewed as part of the imposed “Deal of the Century.”65 

 The Organization of the Islamic Cooperation in Palestine together with the Orthodox Church and the 

Jordanian government, are collaborating to cancel the land sale. 66 

 Archbishop Atallah, the Archbishop of Sebastia from the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 

announced his great disapproval of what Isreali authorities are attempting to do concerning the land 

sale.67 

 

                                                           
63

Asia News, June 17, 2019, http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Maronite-Church-warns-that-the-Middle-East-is-
losing-its-Christians-47303.html 
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65

 Jordan Times, June 12, 2019, http://jordantimes.com/news/region/israeli-court-approves-jerusalem-church-land-
sale-settler-group 
66

 Alwatan Voice, June 19, 2019, https://www.alwatanvoice.com/arabic/news/2019/06/19/1252249.html 
67

 Alqalah, June 19, 2019, http://www.alqalahnews.net/more-219167-1- 
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Syria: 

 His Holiness Ignatius Aphrem II, the Patriarch of the Syriac Orthodox Church, called for improved 

security in Iraq to facilitate the return of IDPs. He claimed that the lack of security is preventing 

Christians from returning home.68 

 

Cyprus: 

 In the occupied village of Kythrea, conservation works have begun at the Saints Andronikos and 

Athanasia church, and will cost 270,000 Euros. Works will also take place in the nearby smaller church 

of Agia Marina.69 

 Archbishop Chrysostomos II of the Greek Orthodox Church, Archbishop Khoren of the Armenian 

Orthodox Church, Archbishop Soueif of the Maronite Church and the Latin Patriarchal Vicar Rev. 

Father Kraj issued a joint address to the Turkish Cypriot Mufti Dr. Talip Atalay and all Muslims in 

Cyprus, wishing  them a blessed Eid al-Fitr.70 

 Archbishop Chrysostomos II of the Greek Orthodox Church of Cyprus stated during the World refugee 

day, that the world should help solve the problems of refugees and for the Mediterranean Sea to 

cease being “a graveyard for innocent people”.71 

 

5. MECC HEADQUARTERS ACTIVITIES 
 

MECC at FELM Workshop (May 15-19)  

The Middle East Council of Churches represented by its director of “Diakonia” department Mr. Samer 

Laham attended the International consultation workshop from June 15 to 19, 2019, at the invitation of 

Finnish Evangelical Lutheran Mission “FELM” which celebrates the 160th anniversary of its founding. The 

main objective of the workshop was to review the FELM strategic plan from 2017 to 2022 with 26 partners 

                                                           
68

 Kurdistan 24, June 9, 2019, https://www.kurdistan24.net/en/news/9f8dbc0f-cc96-419e-8802-5952f8247d29 
69

 In Cyprus, May 22, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/conservation-works-begin-at-church-in-kythrea/ 
70

Cyprus Mail, June 4, 2019, https://cyprus-mail.com/2019/06/04/religious-political-leaders-wish-turkish-cypriots-
happy-ramadan/ 
71

In Cyprus, June 19, 2019, https://in-cyprus.com/religious-leaders-of-cyprus-express-their-solidarity-with-refugees/ 
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from different countries. The program was based on interactive workshops that divided participants by 

continents, regions and topics. 

 
                     Mr. Samer Laham at the FELM International consultation workshop, May 15-19, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC website 

 

In this context, MECC shared its mission and vision as well as it values through open plenary discussions. 

Its participation was very effective and positive in all the working groups and opened the door to 

strengthen the relationship with FELM in the future. In turn, FELM expressed its high appreciation of its 

partnership with MECC which began two years ago, and emphasized on the common values and objectives 

that should be invested more in the future. 
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      Mr. Samer Laham at the FELM International consultation workshop, May 15-19, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC website 

 

Aalborg Ecumenical Visit (May 24-31)  

At the invitation of the Danish diocese of Aalborg, a delegation from the Middle East Council of Churches 

conducted an Ecumenical visit to learn about the Lutheran National Church, its service and life in Denmark 

and to acquaint the parishes and the believers with the situation of the Church in the Middle East, and the 

council’s humanitarian and social situation. The delegation was led by Father Gaby Alfred Hachem, 

Director of the MECC Theological and Ecumenical Department. DANMISSION had the utmost priority in 

preparing and facilitating the visit. 
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Fathe Gaby Hachem and Zella Kouyoumjian during the Ecumenical visit at Aalborg, May 24-31. Photo credit: MECC website 

 

 

Serbian Patriarch Damascus Visit (June 2)  

On the 2nd of June, the General Secretary of the Middle East Council of Churches, Dr Souraya Bechealany 

attended the breakfast ceremony held in Damascus by His Beatitude Patriarch of Antioch John X Yazigi to 

honor His Holiness Irinij, Patriarch of Serbia.  
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The mass held in honor His Holiness Irinij, Patriarch of Serbia. June 2, 2019. Photo 
Credit: Syriacpatriarchate.org 

  
                                          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

She later on participated with His Holiness Patriarch Mar Ignatius Ephram II, Patriarch of Antioch and the 

rest of the Orient, the Supreme Head of the Syriac Orthodox Church, in laying a wreath at the Memorial of 

the Martyrs of the Syriac Genocide Siphon and in igniting the Flame of Peace at St. George's Patriarchal 

Cathedral in Damascus.  
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                 The mass held in honor His Holiness Irinij, Patriarch of Serbia. June 2, 2019. Photo Credit: Syriacpatriarchate.org 

 

On the next day, she visited Joseph Al-Absi the Greek Catholic Patriarchs of Antioch and the rest of the 

East and Jerusalem, to congratulate him on the establishment of the first Faculty of Theology in Syria. She 

informed him that the MECC is willing to support the faculty in all ways possible, especially through 

ATIME. She ended her tour in Syria, by visiting the MECC office in Damascus where she was briefed on the 

work progress of the programs of Diakonia, the Relief and Humanitarian services of MECC.  
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MECC delegation with Patriarich Cardinal Sako at the 23
rd

 graduation ceremony. June 9, 2019. Photo Credit: MECC website. 

Ankawa Visit (June 9) 

At the invitation of Patriarch Cardinal Rafael Sako, Dr. Souraya Bechealany, together with the head of the 

Theological and Ecumenical Affairs Department Father Gaby Hachem, and the department’s coordinator 

Sister Emily Tannous, attended the 23rd graduation ceremony of theology students. 
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German Delegation Visit MECC (June 12)  

A delegation of 16 students from the Catholic Institute of the University Aix-la-Chapelle in Germany 

accompanied by three of their professors, visited the MECC Headquarters in Beirut on Wednesday June 

12, 2019. 

 
                           German Delegation at MECC, June 12, 2019. Photo Credit: MECC website 

 

The Delegation headed by Dr. Harald Suermann from Missio foundation got acquaint with the work of the 

council and got more insights into the importance of the coordination of the different churches in the 

Middle East. 

Moreover, the students learned more about the role and function of the MECC as well as the goals that 

the council has already accomplished since its foundation. 
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Mr. Ziad El Sayegh at The Crucial Role of Local Faith Actors Delivering the Global Compact On Refugees” 
conference, June 18, 2019, Photo Credit: MECC website. 

MECC attends The Global Compact on Refugees" Conference (June 18)  

MECC, represented by its Policies and Communication Advisor Ziad El Sayegh, participated in “The Crucial 

Role of Local Faith Actors Delivering the Global Compact On Refugees” conference, at the Issam Fares 

Institute, in AUB Beirut. One of the several issues he emphasized on is that it is absolutely impossible for 

religious authorities not to make the choice of promoting hope and stirring the leap towards a healthily 

diversity management, away from generating xenophobia, especially when accompanying the crises of the 

migrants. A team from the Theological and Ecumenical Department, Diakonia, and Communication and 

Public Relations Department of the Middle East Council of Churches, were also present at the conference.  
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6. MECC Humanitarian activities June 2019 

In Lebanon 

 Provided 20 Lebanese women in the South- Bint Jbeil district with a 12-hour computer skills training. 
Another 20 (16 Lebanese and 4 Syrian) women benefited from an 18-hour make-up training.  

 Provided training courses for 34 Iraqi, Lebanese and Syrian in the Sad al bauchrieh Area on how to do 
crochet wares; shorts, boleros, dresses, and blouses. They were given the opportunity to gather and 
interact through the project where women were able to openly communicate and express their 
sorrow.  

 Conducted Handicraft session in the Naba’a Area for 21 Iraqi, Lebanese and Syrian women.  

  Launched a recreational activity day, were 51 women were taken on a trip to South Lebanon 
discovering various villages, historical churches and church-related projects. 

 Launched awareness sessions in the South– Marjeyoun District, for 40 Lebanese women regarding 
SGBV, child protection, reproductive health, substance abuse. 

 Completed in Akkar– North Lebanon, 2 sessions on packaging and marketing for 30 women, enabling 
them to start planning on how to market and sell their home-made products. 

 Launched GBC session for 23 Syrian and Iraqi women in Mount Lebanon. Topics covered: Violence 
against women worldwide & the middle east / causes, types & consequences of violence / sexual 
abuse.  

 Conducted health awareness session 21 Syrian and Iraqi Beneficiaries on Vitamin D Deficiency and its 

Health and Awareness session in Lebanon, June 2019, Photos Credit: Diakonia Lebanon  
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consequences. 

  

  
Food Security sessions  in Andket in North Lebanon, June 2019- Photo Credit: Diakonia Lebanon  
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Food Security sessions in Bazbina in North Lebanon, June 2019- Photo Credit: Diakonia Lebanon 

 

 

 

In Syria 

 Completed health awareness courses for 25 women in Izraa and 25 in Bloudan, including distribution 
of hygiene kits for all participants. 

 Distributed startup kits for 25 youth graduates from different vocational training in Tartous. 

 Completed Crochet training for 30 women in Al Zabadani in Damascus rural including distribution of 
startup kits. 

 Continued providing small grants to recover 23 broken businesses in AlZabadani. 

  Launched vocational training for 200 beneficiaries in Izraa and AlTal. 

 Launched business startup course for 28 skilled workers to recover their broken business in Al 
Zabadani. 

 Prepared to launch agricultural project in several villages in Daraa governorate to distribute 200 micro 
gardening kits, 400 barley seeds and 760 fodder kits. 

 Prepared to launch livestock project in Daraa AlBalad and Tassil related to dairy value chain. 

 Prepared to launch waste management activities in Maarba and Daraa AlBalad. 

 Completed the tender and selected the contractor to start the rehabilitation of six public schools in 
Kherbet Ghazaleh and Daraa AlBalad. 

 Completed selection of 24 shops in Aleppo and Daraa for rehabilitation and preparation to launch the 
tender to select the contractors. 

 Launched health awareness sessions for 20 women in Aleppo including distribution of blood pressure 
devices and 60 hygiene kits. 
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Distribution of 25 startup kits related to Hairdressing (left) and Chef Training (right), June 2019, photos credit: Diakonia Syria.  

Crochet Training for 30 Women in Zabadani in Damascus Rural, June 2019, Photos Credit: Diakonia Syria. 
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Health Awareness Course for 25 Women in Bloudan in Damascus Rural, June 2019, Photo Credit: ERS Syria  
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7. CONCLUSION 
While MECC has made significant gains in lessening the burdens forced by the power-politics game, 

new challenges are always on the rise. Therefore, it is up to our partners to assist us so that to not 

get over encumbered by any imminent dangers.  Only through our strategic partnerships and 

collective response can we overcome the different hurdles. Nevertheless, our success so far, speak 

for the council, and is proof that our partnerships are indeed bearing fruits. 

        

  

Providing Small Grants to Recover 23 Broken Businesses in Al- Zabadani, June, Photos Credit: Diakonia Syria. 


