
Leader's Guide for Syria: The Burden of Memory and The Hope of The Gospel 

Week Three of Four 

 

Part II summarizes the reality of the Arab Spring in March 2011 and subsequent 

events of the fighting in Syria; it also describes the various proxy groups and 

alliances involved, either through providing weapons and support to Syrian 

groups or by direct involvement in the fighting. 

 

Begin or end with the singing of the hymn at the end of Part III (found in the 

hymnal Glory to God, page 372). Optional: Hymns 346: For the Healing of the 

Nations, or Hymn 340: This Is My Song. 

 

Questions for discussion: 

 

1. Many Syrian Christians support the Syrian government and want all foreign 

entities to leave Syria; then, they say, the Syrian people will be able to 

come together and resolve and end  the conflict. Can you say why they feel 

this way? 

2. Part II makes a strong argument that one cannot understand the Syrian 

conflict without considering the entire Middle East and the conflicting 

alliances. On one side is the United States and Israel with Saudi Arabian 

support; on the other side is Syria, with strong support from Iran and 

Hezbollah who say a continued “axis of resistance” is important to counter 

the aggression of Israel in the Middle East. How do you understand the role 

of many outside powers, including that of the United States, in this conflict? 

What about Russia? Where does ISIS fit in? 

3. The promise of the Arab Spring in Syria and many Middle Eastern countries 

has been stopped by the use of force to end protests and demonstrations. 

The disappointment has to be immense for those thirsting for self-

determination. Most Middle Eastern countries have a very young 



population with a majority under the age of 25. Discuss how the age of the 

populations of these countries might affect protests and demands going 

forward. Will protests in other parts of the world such as Hong Kong and 

Puerto Rico help or hurt?  

4. What do you make of the notion (Cook, Cobban, and Blumenthal's charge) 

that the U.S. and Israel have had a plan to "take down" several Middle East 

countries to prevent them from attacking Israel? 

  


